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ore than one hundred years ago, in the time of gas

lamps and candlelight, when shops had wooden
counters and the strcets were full of horses, a baby girl was
born. Nobody was pleased about this except the baby's
‘mother. The baby’s father did not like children, not even his
own, and Peter, the baby’s brother, was only three years old.
and did not understand the need for any extra people in his
world.

But the baby's mother was pleased. She named the baby
Clarissa, after her own lost mother. *Clear and bright! she
whispered to her brand-new baby. “Thar's what your name
means: Clear and bright. Clarry”

Clarry was three days old when her mother died. Many
things were said about this great calamity, and some of them
were regretted later, when people had calmed down and there
were fewer tears and more worried frowns in the narrow
stone house where the baby had so inconsiderately arrived
and her mother had so inconveniently departed. For it was, as
the baby's father remarked (in no onc’s presence, unless a
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week-old baby counted), a blasted nuisance. And if it had 1o
happen, and she had to dic, the father added bitterly, then it
was a pity that the baby had not also





