Read ‘A Small Dragon’ by Brian Patten. Read it aloud twice and enjoy it.

A Small Dragon

I’ve found a small dragon in the woodshed.
Think it must have come from deep inside a forest
because it’s damp and green and leaves

are still reflecting in its eyes.

| fed it on many things, tried grass,
therootsof stars, hazel-nutand dandelion,
butitstaredup at measif tosay, | need
foods you can’t provide.

It made a nest among the coal,
notunlikeabird’sbutlarger,
itisout of place here,

andis quitesilent.

If you believed in it | would come

hurrying to your house to let you share my wonder,
but | want instead to see

if you yourself will pass this way.

Brian Patten,

from CollectedLove Poems, Harper Collins2007



Now revise what are Noun Phrases Have a go at making some noun phrases orally.

What are Noun Phrases?

Adverbs

Adverbs add to adjectives — they tell us more about the description.

Adjectives

Adjectives describe nouns.
The smart princess ... ‘

‘ The silly dragon...

Adjectives can come beside the noun. ' N b/
Adjectives can complete a How silly is the dragon? | How smart is the princess? | Now try it
yourself!

The dragon % What sort of dragon? J

The huge, terrifying dragon sentence. We can choose an adverb.
|extreme|y| | very | |unusua|ly| |rea|ly| I exceptionally | | quite |

The huge, terrlfY!ng dragon feIt...<[ TR e }

Now we can finish the sentence.
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The really smart princess

B /Eédri\fyo?ﬁ/spot ) The huge, terrifying dragon felt puzzled.
— i~ . —
" Ehe adjeitlv/es 2 The huge, terrifying dragon felt puzzled. | The extremely silly dragon tired himself out. | Sitaltied thedrason
" Highlightthe Highlightthe )
Cadjectve Nounphrases < MELLMe 2 Noun phrase
: ' T T - Now you have a go...

o/ /,‘ A dragon

Noun phrase the words giving more detail about a noun
What is the noun [ Which dragon? % Start with a noun.
A dragon being described? T } f A dragon on the S
) ere? . e
A dragon in the sky e AL mountain Add description about
. Tell me more about p S what, where or when.
A dragon in the sky over b R ) 7 .
g i Sy . 7y A very sca rybd ragohn on the
T/ orie mountain above the town. e
A scary dragon in the sky over the mountains ) S Add adjectives and
T adverbs.

Think of something really good to describe.

There was a really scary dragon in the sky over the mountains.




My Dragon

Imagine that you have discovered a dragon of your own. Draw the dragon and then write a paragraph
describing the dragon using noun phrases.

Draw your own dragon

Describe the dragon using noun phrases. You can use the Word mat to make your own noun phrases.

Use the questions below to help you to write.
What does it look like? What is the appearance? What is the personality of the dragon? Is it scary or

cuddly? Where did you find it? What is it like to live with this dragon?




