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MODULE 2, LESSON 9, RESOURCE SHEET 1

Fo
ssil im

ag
e

N
am

e o
f fo

ssil
D

escrip
tio

n

A
m

m
o

n
ite

A
m

m
o

n
ites w

ere m
arin

e creatu
res w

ith
 a sp

iral-sh
ap

ed
 sh

ell. T
h

e 
fo

ssilised
 rem

ain
s o

f th
eir sh

ells are co
m

m
o

n
 an

d
 o

ften
 fo

u
n

d
 o

n 
b

each
es. T

h
ey are aro

u
n

d
 6

5
 m

illio
n

 years o
ld

. O
n

e o
f th

e larg
est ever 

co
llected

 w
as o

ver 2
 m

etres in
 d

iam
eter.

Trilo
b

ite
Trilo

b
ites lived

 in
 larg

e g
ro

u
p

s, so
 if yo

u
 fin

d
 o

n
e fo

ssil, th
ere m

ay w
ell 

b
e m

o
re n

earb
y. T

h
ere are lo

ts o
f d

ifferen
t trilo

b
ites, w

ith
 d

ifferen
t 

sh
ap

ed
 h

ead
s o

r tails, fo
r exam

p
le. Trilo

b
ite fo

ssils are so
m

e o
f th

e 
o

ld
est, as th

ey lived
 ab

o
u

t 5
4

0
 m

illio
n

 years ag
o

.

C
lam

C
lam

s an
d

 o
ysters lo

o
k very sim

ilar to
 th

e live o
n

es w
e see to

d
ay. Yo

u 
m

ay fin
d

 th
em

 w
ith

 tw
o

 sh
ells still jo

in
ed

 to
g

eth
er, o

r ju
st o

n
e sh

ell. 
M

o
st clam

s an
d

 o
ysters live in

 th
e sea. If yo

u
 fin

d
 th

em
 in

lan
d

, th
en

 th
e 

p
lace w

h
ere yo

u
 are fo

ssil h
u

n
tin

g
 m

u
st h

ave b
een

 u
n

d
er th

e sea m
an

y 
m

illio
n

s o
f years ag

o
.

C
o

ral
C

o
rals lo

o
k like p

lan
ts, b

u
t are actu

ally m
ad

e u
p

 o
f tin

y an
im

als th
at 

live to
g

eth
er. T

h
ey g

ro
w

 in
 w

arm
, sh

allo
w

 seas an
d

 fo
rm

 b
ig

 reefs. 
So

m
e co

ral fo
ssils are m

o
re th

an
 4

0
0

 m
illio

n
 years o

ld
.
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Fo
ssil im

ag
e

N
am

e o
f fo

ssil
D

escrip
tio

n

Sea U
rch

in
s 

an
d

 Starfish
es

A
 livin

g
 sea u

rch
in

 h
as a ro

u
n

d
 sh

ell co
vered

 in
 sp

in
es. If yo

u
 fin

d 
a fo

ssilised
 sea u

rch
in

, u
su

ally yo
u

 w
ill o

n
ly see th

e b
o

d
y, as th

e 
sp

in
es fall o

ff after it d
ies. Starfish

 fo
ssils are rare, b

ecau
se th

ey are 
very frag

ile an
d

 b
reak easily. If yo

u
 fin

d
 an

y, yo
u

 can
 reco

g
n

ise th
em

 
b

ecau
se th

ey are th
e sh

ap
e o

f a five-p
o

in
ted

 star.

D
in

o
sau

r p
arts

Fo
ssil rem

ain
s o

f d
ifferen

t kin
d

s o
f d

in
o

sau
rs – b

o
n

es, teeth
 an

d 
fo

o
tp

rin
ts – can

 tell u
s a lo

t ab
o

u
t w

h
ere an

d
 h

o
w

 th
ey lived

. T
h

ey 
w

ere o
n

 Earth
 aro

u
n

d
 th

e sam
e tim

e as am
m

o
n

ites, ab
o

u
t 6

5
 m

illio
n 

years ag
o

. 

P
lan

t rem
ain

s
M

an
y kin

d
s o

f p
lan

ts h
ave b

een
 fo

ssilised
, p

reserved
 in

 m
u

d
. Yo

u
 m

ay 
see fo

ssilised
 leaves, b

ran
ch

es, b
ark o

r fir co
n

es. M
an

y o
f th

ese rem
ain

s 
d

ate b
ack h

u
n

d
red

s o
f m

illio
n

s o
f years.
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